FAREHAM

BOROUGH COUNCIL

Screening Statement of the need for a Strategic Environmental
Assessment (SEA) and Habitats Regulations Assessment (HRA) for
the Fareham Borough Council Planning Obligations Supplementary
Planning Document

Introduction

1. This screening statement has been prepared to determine whether the proposed
Planning Obligations Supplementary Planning Document (SPD) should be subject to a
Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) in accordance with the Environmental
Assessment of Plans and Programmes Regulations 2004 (SEA Regulations).

2. The purpose of the Planning Obligations SPD is to aid the effective implementation of
the Council’s strategic planning objectives and the infrastructure delivery policies in the
Fareham Local Plan 2037. The relevant policies are:

o HP5: Provision of Affordable Housing

e E1: Employment Land Provision

e (CC2: Managing Flood Risk and Sustainable Drainage Systems

o NE1: Protection of Nature Conservation, Biodiversity and the Local Ecological

Network

NE2: Biodiversity Net Gain

NE3: Recreational Disturbance on the Solent Special Protection Area SPAs

NE4: Water Quality Effects on the Special Protection Areas, Special Areas of

Conservation and Ramsar Sites of the Solent

NES5: Solent Wader and Brent Goose Sites

NEG6: Trees, Woodlands and Hedgerows

NE10: Protection and Provision of Open Space

TIN1: Sustainable Transport

TIN2: Highway Safety and Road Network

TIN4: Infrastructure Delivery

D3: Coordination of Development and Piecemeal Proposals

3. The SPD will provide further guidance on how to implement policies that are material
considerations in the determination of planning applications and inform Development
Management decisions. The SPD will provide further guidance to all parties seeking to
comply with the Local Plan policies and will therefore be of particular use to developers,
architects and agents looking to bring forward development.

Strategic Environmental Assessment — Regulatory Requirements

4. The basis for Strategic Environmental Assessment legislation is the Environmental
Assessment of Plans and Programmes Regulations 2004 (SEA Regulations) which was
transposed from European Directive 2001/42/EC. Detailed guidance of these
regulations can be found in the Government publication ‘A Practical Guide to the
Strategic Environmental Assessment Directive’ (ODPM, 2005) and Paragraph 11-008
(Strategic Environmental Assessment and Sustainability Appraisal) of the Planning
Practice Guidance (PPG). This states that “supplementary planning documents do not
require sustainability appraisal but may in exceptional circumstances require a strategic
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environmental assessment if they are likely to have significant environmental effects that
have not already been assessed during the preparation of the local plan”.

Under the requirements of the Environmental Assessment of Plans and Programmes
Regulations (2004), certain types of plans that set the framework for the consent of
future development projects, must be subject to an environmental assessment.

The objective of a Strategic Environmental Assessment is to provide for a high level of
protection of the environment and to contribute to the integration of environmental
considerations into the preparation and adoption of plans and programmes with a view
to promoting sustainable development.

The Strategic Environmental Appraisal Process

7.

The first stage of the process is for the Council to determine whether the SPD is likely to
have significant effects on the environment. This screening process includes assessing
the SPD against a set of criteria (as set out in Schedule 1 of the SEA Regulations). The
results of this are set out in table 2 of Appendix 1 of this statement. The aim of this
statement is therefore to provide sufficient information to demonstrate whether the SPD
is likely to have significant environmental effects.

Where the Council determines that a SEA is not required, Regulation 9(3) of the SEA
Regulations states that the Council must prepare a statement setting out the reasons for
this determination. This statement is Fareham Borough Council’s Regulation 9(3)
statement. The Council has consulted the Environment Agency, Historic England and
Natural England on this screening statement (Appendix 2).

Habitats Regulations Assessment

9.

10.

11.

In addition to the SEA, the Council is required to consider a Habitats Regulations
Assessment (HRA). HRA is the process used to determine whether the plan or project
would have significant adverse effects on the integrity of an internationally designated
site of nature conservation importance, known as European sites. The need for an HRA
is set out within the Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2010, which
transposed EC Habitats Directive 92/43/EEC into UK law.

The Fareham Local Plan 2037 was subject to a comprehensive HRA:
HRA Update Report September 2022.pdf (fareham.gov.uk)

The HRA screened out the policies listed in paragraph 2 of this assessment at an early
stage, concluding that they were unlikely to have a significant effect on the integrity of
European Sites. The summary of that can be found in appendix 2 of the HRA (linked
above). As the purpose of this SPD is only to provide guidance and clarity on these
policies, the Council has determined that a HRA is not required.

Conclusion

12.

Based on the screening process, it is the Council’s opinion that the Planning Obligations
SPD does not require a Strategic Environmental Assessment under the SEA regulations
or an appropriate assessment under the Habitats Regulations. This is because there will
be no significant environmental, social or economic effects arising from its
implementation, as it seeks only to expand upon and provide guidance for the effective
and consistent implementation of Local Plan policies.












Appendix 2: Screening Consultation Responses



Date: 31 January 2023
Ourref: 419185
Your ref: Fareham Borough Council Planning Obligations SPD

Pete Drake
Principal Planner (Strategy) Hornbeam House
Fareham Borough Council Crewe Business Park
Electra Way
Crewe
BY EMAIL ONLY Cheshire
I CW1 6GJ
T I

Dear Pete Drake,

Screening Statement of the need for a Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) and Habitats
Regulations Assessment (HRA) for the Fareham Borough Council Planning Obligations
Supplementary Planning Document

Thank you for your consultation on the above, dated and received by Natural England on 23 January
2023

Natural England is a non-departmental public body. Our statutory purpose is to ensure that the natural
environment is conserved, enhanced, and managed for the benefit of present and future generations,
thereby contributing to sustainable development.

Screening Request: Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) Screening Assessment of the
Fareham Borough Council Planning Obligations SPD.

It is our advice, on the basis of the material supplied with the consultation, that, in so far as our
strategic environmental interests (including but not limited to statutory designated sites, landscapes
and protected species, geology and soils) are concerned, that there are unlikely to be significant
environmental effects from the proposed plan.

Neighbourhood Plan

Guidance on the assessment of Neighbourhood Plans, in light of the Environmental Assessment of
Plans and Programmes Regulations 2004 (as amended), is contained within the National Planning
Practice Guidance. The guidance highlights three triggers that may require the production of an SEA,
for instance where:

*a neighbourhood plan allocates sites for development

the neighbourhood area contains sensitive natural or heritage assets that may be affected by the
proposals in the plan

the neighbourhood plan may have significant environmental effects that have not already been
considered and dealt with through a sustainability appraisal of the Local Plan.

We have checked our records and based on the information provided, we can confirm that in our view
the proposals contained within the plan will not have significant effects on sensitive sites that Natural
England has a statutory duty to protect.

We are not aware of significant populations of protected species which are likely to be affected by the
policies / proposals within the plan. It remains the case, however, that the responsible authority should
provide information supporting this screening decision, sufficient to assess whether protected species
are likely to be affected.



Notwithstanding this advice, Natural England does not routinely maintain locally specific data on all
potential environmental assets. As a result the responsible authority should raise environmental issues
that we have not identified on local or national biodiversity action plan species and/or habitats, local
wildlife sites or local landscape character, with its own ecological and/or landscape advisers, local
record centre, recording society or wildlife body on the local landscape and biodiversity receptors that
may be affected by this plan, before determining whether an SA/SEA is necessary.

Please note that Natural England reserves the right to provide further comments on the environmental
assessment of the plan beyond this SEA/SA screening stage, should the responsible authority seek
our views on the scoping or environmental report stages. This includes any third party appeal against
any screening decision you may make.

For any new consultations, or to provide further information on this consultation please send your

correspondences to EEG—G—

Yours sincerely,

Elizabeth Ball
Consultations Team














